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Brussels, 16 July 2003

Dear Ms Diamantopoulou,

I have pleasure in sending to you the attached open letter signed by Parliamentarians in support
of the sexist attacks on you in connection with your efforts to combat sex discrimination outside
the working life.

Yours sincerely,

Anna KARAMANOU

&< Rue Wiertz — B-1047 Brussels - @& 32/2.284.62.23 Fax: 32/2.284.49.45
B Palais de I‘Europe — F-67000 Strasbourg - ® 33/3.88.17.4926 Fax: 33/3.88.17.90.69



Brussels, 10 July 2003

We, the undersigned Members of the European Parliament, would like to express our
solidarity with Anna Diamantopoulou, Commissioner for Employment and Social
Affairs, who has been the target of sexists attacks by media. Anna Diamantopoulou
represents at the highest possible level of The European Union women's struggle to
achieve their full rights and gender equality.

We fully support her strong commitment to fight discrimination on the basis of sex in
order to guarantee gender equality in all areas of economic, social and political life.

We are well aware of the fact that special interests are behind the sexist attacks, mainly

from insurance companies and media industries. This put into great danger the
adoption of a new proposal for a dlrectlve aiming to eliminate sex discrimination.
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Members of the European Parliament express solidarity with Comn
Diamantopoulou after media reaction to draft paper on gender disc

MEPs and coordinators from different political groups envolved in ti
Women's Rights Committee, as well its Chairperson Anna Karamano
today a declaration of solidarity with Anna Diamantopoulou, Coi
Employment and Social Affairs. This position was triggered by rece
media as a reaction to a Commission consultation paper on sex
eventually leading to a draft directive under article 13 of the Treat
discrimination).

The EP declaration states that special interests are behind sexist attacl
on the Commissioner, "mainly from insurance companies and media
puts in great danger the adoption of a new proposal for a directive aim
sex discrimination". Anna Diamantopoulou "represents at the highest
the European Union women's struggle to achieve their full rights and ¢
state MEPs.

Press articles were published in a great number of newspapers, arounc
June, with titles like: "Big sister is watching you - Feminist Eurocrat wt
'sexist’ TV shows and adverts" and others of the kind. The Commit
immediately, publishing her own article in the Financial Times: "Europ:
from a sexist directive". Anna Diamantoupoulou raises different issues
sectors such as insurance and pensions calculate risk and set prices; h
make distinctions on the basis of gender; and how the media and adv
view men and women. On 25 June, Anna Karamanou, Women's Rig
Chairperson, had already reacted to a "press campaign which seem:
orchestrated against the upcoming directive".

The main issues are sex-neutral insurance policies and, in general,

discrimination, with implications for the media, advertising and insuran
policies using gender as a basis for setting premiums, on the assumpt
live longer. But, says Anna Diamantopoulou, the consultation paper "
mean that the end is nigh for sex discrimination"”.
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